
OECD RECOMMENDATION 
ON PUBLIC INTEGRITY
– the Handbook and Public Integrity Indicators



2017 OECD Council Recommendation on Public 

Integrity

http://www.oecd.org/gov/ethics/recommendation-public-integrity/

http://www.oecd.org/gov/ethics/recommendation-public-integrity/


• A commentary on the Recommendation on Public Integrity 
– What does the Principle mean in practice? 

– How can countries improve? Maturity models

– Publication: http://www.oecd.org/corruption-
integrity/reports/oecd-public-integrity-handbook-ac8ed8e8-
en.html

– Maturity levels self-assessment tool: 
https://www.oecd.org/governance/ethics/public-integrity-maturity-
models.htm

2020 Public Integrity Handbook

http://www.oecd.org/corruption-integrity/reports/oecd-public-integrity-handbook-ac8ed8e8-en.html
https://www.oecd.org/governance/ethics/public-integrity-maturity-models.htm


• Transparency International’s CPI (1995) and 
WGI Control of Corruption index (2002) still 
widely used, and indices based on expert 
assessments are still being created

• Well known critiques regarding data validity 
and reliability, actionability and policy 
relevance from OECD and beyond

• Good advances in sample surveys and use of 
big data analytics, but so far few indicator 
alternatives for comparison across the OECD

Where do we stand on measurement?



OECD Public Integrity Indicators 
– Supporting implementation and monitoring progress of the Recommendation

• Quality of strategic framework

• Meritocracy of the public sector

• Effectiveness of internal control and 
risk management

• Fairness, timeliness and openness of 
enforcement mechanisms 

• Strength of external oversight and 
control

• Accountability of public policy 
making 



• Unpack “corruption”, focus on measuring specific behaviours

• Use primary data sources

• Avoid high-level composites

• Alignment with normative framework (international instruments)

• Mix analytical methods, in particular draw more on:

– Survey data by national statistics offices and other state administration 
bodies

– Administrative data, including big data and data analytics

• Engage governments, draw on their data and build on existing legal 
instruments (normative framework)

Main design principles



• Roadmap for the Task Force on OECD Public Integrity Indicators: 
“indicators to measure the successful implementation of the OECD 
Recommendation on Public Integrity”

• A more credible alternative to existing indices

• No overall country rankings (high-level composite), but comparable 
at level of individual indicators (micro-composites)

• Validated by SPIO in November 2019. Pilots and expert 
consultations completed. 

• Full scope data collection 2020/2021 – reporting to Council 2022

• Six sets of 75 indicators

Public Integrity Indicators



… Thank you



Quality of strategic framework



Effectiveness of internal control and risk management 

mechanisms for safeguarding public integrity



Strength of 

external oversight 

and control



Accountability of 

public policy 

making


